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PROSPECTUS. 


SINCE the discontinuance of the publication of the New Jeru- 
salem Church Repository, after the completior of the first vo- 
lume, comprising eight numbers, at the close of the year 1818, 
the want of a medium of communication between the numerous 
societies and individuals scattered over the United States, who 
profess the doctrines of the New Jerusalem, as revealed to the 
world in the writings of Emanuel Swedenborg, has been widely 
felt. A knowledge of the progress of Genutne.Trv1H, whilst it 
is calculated to rejoice the hearts of those who have experienced 
the dawnings of its illuminating power, cannot but strengthen the 
faith of the doubting, and unite more strongly in the bonds of fel- 
lowship and a communion of feeling, those who are confirmed in 
a belief of the reality of THz New Disrensarion. 

The members of the Church in Philadelphia, although favour- 
ed from their central position with a greater share of information 
relative to the spread of the doctrines than most of their distant 
brethren, yet participating in the common feeling, and being fully 
sensible of the beneficial effects which would result from a peri- 
odical publication devoted to the circulation of intelligence con- 
nected with the cause of the Church, have resolved to make a 
second attempt towards the establishment of a work, which they 
flatter themselves will meet with the good wishes of all, and with 
the pecuniary support of those whom Providence has blessed with 
the means of assisting to propagate the principles of THz True 


CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 
The plan of the contemplated work, which is not intended to 
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be a theological magazine, but a mere record of religious intelli- 
gence, is as follows : 

First. The first number, which accompanies this Prospectus, 
will be transmitted, gratis, to all the societies and individuals, 
favourable to the doctrines of the New Jerusalem Church, with 
whom we can recollect an acquaintance. 

Secondly. Those who are desirous of being considered as sub- 
scribers, will be pleased to transmit their names; or, where soci- 
eties are organized, a notification of the number of copies required 
will be sufficient. 

Thirdly. The price of subscription will be one dollar per an- 
num, to be fraid in advance, in money current at Philadelphia, 
and transmitted free of postage; and it is hoped that those who 
can conveniently afford the expense, will subscribe for more co- 
pies than one, in order to circulate them as tracts amongst their 
neighbours. 

Fourthly. The work will be issued in numbers, quarterly, in Ju- 
ly, October, January, and April, provided the amount of subscrip- 
tions shall be adequate to defray the expenses ; and of such size, 
from sixteen to thirty-two pages, as the liberality of the subscrip- 


- tion will justify. The surplus fund, if any, will be exclusively 


applied to the discharge of a debt incurred by the publication of 
the Repository. 

Fifthly. Communications from our friends in all parts of the 
United States, free of postage, containing particulars of the pro- 
eress of the doctrines in their respective neighbourhoods, an ac- 
count of their first introduction, and such other information as 
may be interesting to their distant brethren, will be thankfully 
received ; extracts from which shall be published, either with or 
without the names or initials of the writers, as requested. 

Sixthly. The work shall be transmitted to individual subscri- 
bers by mail; and to societies, by mail or private conveyance, as 
directed. 


All communications to be addressed to the subscriber; and, as 
the smallness of the subscription will justify no incidental ex- 
penses, either of collection, discount, or postage, our friends are 
respectfully informed, that the terms prescribed in the third con- 
dition above will be rigidly adhered to. 

DANIEL THUUN, 
No. 81, South Fifth Street, Philadelphia 
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JOURNAL 
Of the Proceedings of the Third General Convention of the Re- 


ceivers of the Doctrines of the New Jerusalem Church, from 
different farts of the United States, held on Thursday, the 
11th of May, being Ascension day, and continued until Satur- 
day, the 13th day of the same month, A. D. 1820=64, at the 
New Jerusalem Temple, in the city of Philadelphia. 


THE morning service having been performed by the Reverend 
Mr. Carll, and a sermon delivered by the Reverend Mr. Hargrove, 
the Convention was organized, by the appointment of Mr. Har- 


grove as president, Mr. Carll as vice-president, sand Mr. Raguet 
as secretary. : 


. 


The minutes of the Second General Convention were then 
read, as also a number of communications and letters; where- 
upon, it was, on motion, $ 

Resolved, That the same be referred to a committee, who shall 
make report on such pa-ts thereof, and on such other matters, as 
they shall deem expedient to lay before the present Convention. 

Mr. Raguet then stated, that, at the Second General Conven- 
tion, held in the city of Baltimore, on the 30th day of April, 1818, 
it was “ Resolved, That the next General Convention be held in 
the Temple in Philadelphia, on Friday, the 22nd day of October, 
1819.” But, it being ascertained by the members in Philadel- 
phia, that, from various causes, the distant friends could not 
conveniently attend, it was thought advisable, at an early day, 
to recommend a postponement of the intended meeting. Letters 
were accordingly sent to the principal societies, advising them of 
this intention; and, on the day originally appointed for the meet- 
ing of the Convention at Philadelphia, it was unanimously agreed 


by those who attended, to adjourn the same until this day; of 


which notice was accordingly given. 

The Convention then adjourned, to meet on Friday morning, 
the 12th instant. 

Friday, May 12. 

The committee appointed yesterday, made report as follows : 

That they have examined the various communications referred 
to them; and now present, for the consideration of the Conven- 
tion, such subjects as appear to merit present consideration. 

Among the communications referred to vour committee, is 
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one from the Reverend Charles J. Doughty, of New York; one 
from the Reverend David Powell, of Steubenville, Ohio; one from 
the Reverend Adam Hurdus, of Cincinnati, Ohio; one from the 
Reverend Thomas Newport, of Lebanon, Ohio; one from the 
Reverend Richard H. Goe, of Bethlehem, Ohio; and one from 
a leading member of the society in Boston. These communica- 
tions express, in strong terms of regret, the inability of their re- 
spective societies to send delegates to the Convention. The great 
distance with some, and the impracticability of arranging their 
business, so as to admit of absence, with others, are ascribed as 
the principal causes: but they all unite in fervent supplication, 
that “the Lord would open the heavens, and come down with the 
splendour of his light, and the inspiring influences of his love, 
and that we may grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Curist.” | 

Some detailed information has been derived from various com- 
munications, as to the progress of the New Church. In the 
neighbourhood of Philadelphia, a minister of a settled congrega- 
tion has, with sixty or more of his flock, embraced the leading 
doctrines of the New Jerusalem ; and there is every reason to 
believe, that, ere long, those who are not already such, will be- 
come full recipients of the Heavenly Dispensation. In the city 
of Philadelphia, the number of communicants, as well as of new 
professors, increases; and the number of individuals of other 
persuasions is not inconsiderable, who favour the doctrines, but 
who are too much influenced by habit, and an attachment to the 
societies in which they were educated, to make open profession 
of their belief in the new revelation. A small but highly respect- 
able society exists in the town of Bath, in the state of Maine; 
and one also in the town of Gardiner, in the same state. A letter 
from the society in Cincinnati, where a temple for worship (the 
first in the western country, dedicated to the worship of the Lord 
Jesus Curist, as the only God of heaven and earth) has been 
lately erected, says, ‘Our society in this place is rapidly increas- 
ing in its numbers, and, all things considered, is in a very pros- 
perous state.’’ A letter from a friend in Montreal, Canada, men- 
tions the names of three gentlemen there, who are receivers of 
the doctrines. 

The churches of Baltimore and Philadelphia, agreeably to the 
recommendation of the last Convention, have acted conjointly o1 
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all applications for ordination. Mr. Charles J. Doughty was 
ordained by the Reverend Mr. Carll, on the 9th of August, 1818, 
in the city of New York. Mr. Thomas Newport was ordained 
by the Reverend David Powell, by virtue of a special power, 
granted by the church at Philadelphia, under date of August 3 Ist, 
1818; and a special power was, under date of the 28:h of March, 
of the present year, conferred upon the Reverend Thomas New- 
port, to ordain to the ministry Mr. Thomas H. Roberts, of Frank- 
fort, in the state of Kentucky. In addition to these ordinations, 
Mr. Samuel Worcester, residing at Natchez, in the state of Mis- 
sissippi, was dicensed by the church at Philadelphia, under date of 
January 21st, 1819, for the term of seven years, to celebrate pub- 
lic worship, the sacraments of the Lord’s Supper, baptisms, and 
funerals, according to the doctrines of the Lord’s church of the 
New Jerusalem. It may not be amiss here also to mention, that 
the church in Philadelphia has appointed, as /ay readers, three 
young gentlemen, who are studying with a view to prepare for 
the ministry, with authority to read the established service and 
approved sermons, in aid of the pastor, or during his absence ; 
a measure which, if pursued by other churches, with discretion 
and a strict regard to qualification, may be highly instrumental 
in educating labourers for the Lord’s vineyard. 

It will be recollected, that, during the years 1817 and 1818, a 
quarterly publication, or theological magazine, entitled the New 
Jerusalem Church Repository, was published at Philadelphia, 
under the superintendence of some of the members of the New 
Church. Since the suspension of that work, the want of such 
a medium of communication between the different societies 
in the various sections of the United States, has been deeply 
felt; and a strong desire is expressed, in almost all the commu- 
nications referred to your committee, that some plan may be de- 
vised by the Convention, which will lead to the revival of the 
Repository, or to the establishment of a similar publication. 
Your committee, however, in the present state of the finances of 
our friends, as they are generally represented, would conceive it 
impracticable, at this time, to support such a work as is desired. 
Should Providence, in the course of a year or two, enable those, 
who are anxious for the measure, to contribute liberally from 
their pecuniary stores, there can be no doubt that there is ample 
intellectual ability in the various societies, and a corresponding 
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willingness, to conduct such a work as would meet the views of 
the most enlightened professors of our faith. 

The attention of your committee has also been drawn to the 
subject of a new edition of the Liturgy and Hymns. The first 
edition, of seven hundred and fifty copies, has entirely run out; 
and there is a considerable demand, which cannot be supplied. 
It was thought, that if the Convention had been largely attend- 
ed, and the churches of Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York, 
Boston, and others, could have agreed upon such alterations of 
the former edition as would have made it acceptable to them 
all, a new edition could have been procured at a cheap rate, and 
a uniformity of worship established. Disappointed, however, in 
this calculation, the Convention, your committee conceives, can 
do no more, at its present session, than refer the subject to a 
committee to be chosen from the societies most interested. 

It will no doubt be highly gratifying to our friends to learn, that 
in one of the universities of our country, there are five resident 


eraduates studying theology, who openly profess the doctrines of 


the New Jerusalem. There are in the same institution, two 
under-graduates, who are receivers; as also, in the same vicinity, 
two graduates, who are studying theology with private clergymen, 
and a third, in an academy. 

In Massachusetts, a minister of the old church, who is re- 
presented as a man of excellent talents and good character, has 
heartily embraced the doctrines, and zealously preaches them to 
his congregation. Heretofore, the harvest has been great, but 
the labourers few. Should it please the Lord of the harvest to 
send forth numerous labourers into his vineyard, the receivers of 
the New Dispensation may anticipate the most happy and exten- 
sive results. 

Your committee, before closing their report, beg leave to submit 
to the Convention, for their adoption, the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the churches of Balti- 
more, Philadelphia, New York, and Boston, to appoint a com- 
mittee of three members from each of their respective societies, 
to consult upon the subject of a new edition of the Liturgy and 
Hymns ; and if a majority agree upon a form, and can procure a 
sufficient number of subscribers to warrant the publication, that 


it be recommended to the various societies throughout the United 
States to adopt it. 


] 
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Resolved, That, a short time prior to the meeting of all future 
Conventions, the president of the preceding one be requested to 
address a circular letter to all the different societies known 
throughout the United States, inviting them to send one or more 
delegates to the ensuing session, and urging them, in case they 
cannot do so, to forward a detailed report of the number of their 
members, communicants, admissions, baptisms, &c. and such 
other information as may enable the Convention to make up a 
report of the state of the church. 


The committee appointed at the First General Convention, to 
take into consideration the subject of the ordination of ministers 
of the New Church, not being ready to report, begged leave to 
be continued,—which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Carll, seconded by Mr. Hargrove, it was 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the churches at Balti- 
more, Philadelphia, and New York, respectively, to ordain no 
person to the ministry, without the concurrence and approbation © 
of the ministers of the other two churches, until some regulation 
shall be established upon the subject. 

The Convention then adjourned until to-morrow. 


Saturday, May 15. 

The committee appointed, at the last Convention, to prepare 
and publish a Catechism, begged leave to report, That they con- 
fidently anticipate the period, when the Church in America will 
be presented with a Catechism, in some degree worthy of the 
enlarged views of thc New Dispensation, arranged according to 
the order which the present state of the Church, and of the human 
mind, requires. Your committee, desirous of rendering the work 
as complete as possible, are willing to avail themselves of every 
information on the subject; and, understanding that our bre- 
thren in England are now engaged in compiling a Catechism for 
the use of the Church at large, think it expedient to defer the 
publication of such a work at this time. They therefore beg to 
be continued. 


On motion, it was resolved that the committee be continued. 


The Convention having expressed a desire that the society in 
Philadelphia would undertake a semi-annual or quarterly publi- 
cation, to be devoted to the dissemination of intelligence connect- 
ed with the state and progress of the New Church, and some 
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having intimated a willingness to acqui- 


members of that society 
esce in the request, It Was on motion, 

Resolved, That if the proposed measure should be carrie 
effect, it be recommended to the receivers of the New Dispensa- 


tion throughout the United States, to make such contributions, 


«n information and money, 45 May enable the Philadelphia society 


to accomplish so desirable an object. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Fourth General Convention be 
held in the city of New York, 0? the morning of the first Monday 
sn July, in the year of our Lord 1821=65, at the place appropri: 


ated for worship by the society at that place. 


Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be presented to 
for their attention to 


d into 


the president, vice-president, and secretary > 
she respective duties of their appointments: 
The Convention was then closed by praye 


————— 


In perusing the above report, our brethren will feel with us, 
that there is much ground for thankfulness» and hopes and zeal. 
Notwithstanding the depression of external circumstances which, 
by surrounding the receivers of the New Dispensation, in com- 
mon with others, with the thorns of worldly anxiety and cares 
threatens to choke up the soil, and prevent the good seed from 
springing UP> yet it 1s ev! , that the LorpD watches over its 
growth, and turns the wilderness into 4 fruitful field. Four years 
ago, the Church in America was, % appearances put a weakly 
plant, which emitted its sweets in secret, unnoticed, oF despised; 


but now, under the cherishing hand of Divine Providence, it has 


idity; which bid defiance to the storm, 
bloom 1s diffused on all the winds of 


heaven. Although the apparent means of propagating the doc- 
trines, have been straitened by the difficulties of the times, yet 
truth, as if in mockery of human calculation, has prosecuted a 
silent and triumphant march, and her prilliancy has peen reflect- 
ed from many points, which, without our knowledges and beyond 


s, have met ner cheering light, and have been 


our expectation 
_« This is the Lord’s 


eladdened with the splendour of her beams 
doing, and marvellous in our eyes.” 


While a consciousness that the LorD ‘5 on our side, calls forth 


our gratitude, and inspires U 
and idle spec 


the future progres® of Divine Truth, we must not st 
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tators, and act as if we believed the Lorp would work without using 
the appointed means. We may, indeed, indolently fold our hands, 
and rest in the confidence that the Lorp will carry on and finish 
his own work ; but, at the same time, we may be assured, that 
He will use some as instruments for that purpose ; and if, by our 
indifference and inactivity, we render ourselves unfit for this ho- 
nourable service, we shall have the mortification to perceive, that 
our crown of glorying, and the light of our joy are removed ; for 
“to him that hath shall be given, but from him that hath not 
shall be taken even that which he hath.” There is much to be 
done, and our zeal and exertions ought to be proportionably great. 
And whether we consider the infinite importance of truth, or re- 
flect on the inestimable value of the souls we see ready to 
“ perish for lack of knowledge,’”—whether we contemplate the 
amelioration of society, or extend our views to the glory and fe- 
licity of an eternal state, surely there is enough to awaken in our 
heart a sentiment superior to all earthly affections or worldly 
cares. The Lorp’s vineyard wants cultivation, and every faith- 
ful servant will, in one way or other, be a labourer. United by 
the purest affections, and employed together in the best of causes, 
let us, as brethren, join hands and animate one another to our la- 
bours of love, bearing in mind the word of our gracious Master; 
«‘ Let your loins be girded, and your lights burning, and ye your- 
selves like unto men that wait for their lord. Blessed are those 
servants, whom the lord, when he cometh, shall find watching.” 


+ i --— 


To the general information given in the proceedings of the 
Convention, we hope, the following extracts of letters, received 
by the society and individuals, will prove an acceptable addition. 





Extract of a letter dated Stockholm, Sweden, March 1, 1819. 


“ Dearest Sir, 

“I feel myself greatly obliged to you, for your agreeable letter 
of the 7th November, 1818, which I had the pleasure to receive 
a few weeks ago; embracing a good opportunity, offered by 

» how going to remain in your country, to answer it. 

«I cannot but rejoice at the interesting information acquired 
by the Repository, kindly sent by our friend Mr. Thuun, concern- 
ing the rapid progress of the New Church in your happy part of 
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the world, which is, as well for me as for other friends, highly 
gratifying. It is not guite so flourishing, on our side of the water. 
We have a wish to do much; but obstacles occur often to check 
the best intentions, and many such circumstances have delayed 
our pursuits for the last year. Our best translator, who has so 
well succeeded in what is already done, has been prevented by 
private business to please us with the rest of Arcana Celestia ; 
for which reason we had chosen a clergyman of the name of Thy- 
beck, a very diligent man, to assist us with the continuation 
thereof; but unfortunately it happened, that through his bold 
attempts to spread the plain knowledge of the truths, by some 
publications of his, he stirred up the clergy to a persecution 
against him, which ended by his dismissal from his clerical office, 
so that he for more than a year has been occupied in writing de- 
fences and illustrations for himself and the truths; which, notwith- 
standing the interruption in our proposed plan, we nevertheless 
regard as a providential step, permitting us a collateral comfort 
and aid, by promoting the great cause another way. The adverse 
disposition seems, however, to diminish; and we watch the op- 
portunity of writing again, probably this year. 
« With the greatest friendship and respect, 
“‘] remain, Dear Sir, your affectionate friend, 
“G. BiItiBerc.”’ 


Extract of a letter dated Stockholm, Sweden, April 24, 1819. 


«“ My Dear Sir, 
«“ Through the friendship that exists between the Honorable 


Mr. Billberg and me, I am acquainted with the particulars of 


your correspondence ; and, being desirous of a more direct com- 
munication, I take this opportunity of sending these few and hasty 
lines, together with a pamphlet,* (the work of my departed bro- 
ther,) with a vessel sailing perhaps this day, if delivered in time. 


At your place, I believe, are still some Swedes left, and perhaps 
of the New Church principles, who could explain, if not translate, 
the whole. The subject therein contained is in part theosophically 
historic, and in part glancing at times to come; but is most re- 


* The pamphlet alluded to, has been received by Condy Raguet, Esq.; and 
is written in the Swedish language. We hope that we shall be able to give 


eur friends some account of it in the next number of the Reconrp. 
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markable for the light it throws upon the different states and 
stages of regeneration. 

“ Mr. Thybeck, who lost his office as clergyman, for promul- 
gating the true Christian doctrine, is anew called to account for 
a similar but more recent crime. 

“T wish you well, and desire to be affectionately remembered 
by you as a friend of the good cause and its true friends. 

«“ ANDREW JOHANSEN.” 


heen eee 


Extract of a letter dated Manchester, January 17, 1820. 


«“ Dear and respected Sir, 


“The account which you give of the infancy of the New 
Church in America, is to me most interesting, because it is a 
convincing proof that the CAi/d is born; and though at present 
he may be in his swaddling clothes, yet who doth not know, that 
this is anecessary state of introduction to an age of maturer growth, 
and finally to manhood? Who doth not also know, that at the 
time of the Lord’s first advent, the Church was small in its be- 
ginning, slow likewise in the progress of its formation, and never ~ 
attained to any thing like perfection of being, but by passing gra- 
dually through numberless successive stages of life and acti- 
vity? The same is true too, respecting the creation of ari indi- 
vidual church, or the regeneration of every individual man, which, 
as experience testifies, begins from a grain of mustard seed, or 
the first insemination of truth, and never becomes a full-grown 
tree, until this seed first begins to exnand itself in the earth, af- 
terwards puts forth shoots above ground, then grows into a trunk 
with branches and leaves, next produces blossoms, and lastly 
brings forth the fruits of heavenly love, charity, and use. We are 
not, then, to expect that the New Church will be established here 
on earth, according to any other law than this providertial and 
eternal one, of progress from a point of almost imperceptible di- 
minutiveness, through various unseen gradations, until what was 
at first comparatively as nothing, or as the Scripture expresses it, 
without form and void, b2comes something, and through indefi- 
nite and astonishing revolutions of nights and days, advances to- 
wards, and finally attains the end of its creation, when it is pro- 
nounced by the Creator to be very good. Convinced that the 
Almighty hath again said in these latter days, Let there be light, 
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and that this light is now begun to dawn upon the éarth, and is 
advancing insensibly towards its meridian splendour, I am no 
longer concerned about the present number, or even rank, of its 
recipients, being well assured, that, through the Divine Provi- 
dence, it will be imparted to all who are in a state to profit by it. 
My only concern therefore is, that every one who is admitted to 
the high honour and happiness of beholding the glory of this light 
with his intellectual eyes, may see and perceive the blessed end 
to which it would conduct him, and may not be so dazzled with 
the brilliancy of the light, as to mistake it for the end, which is 
love and charity. Let no one, therefore, (as an enlightened wri- 
ter cautions,) measure himself by his morning shadow, for this 
shadow will lead him into an erroneous judgment, respecting his 
real size and growth. Rather let him await the sun’s ascent to 
his meridian altitude, and then measure himself by the conjunc- 
tion of Aeat and /ight, in which case, possibly, the shadow of him- 
self will be diminished, but this diminution will be amply repaid, 
by observing, that the measure of the Lord, and of his mercy and 
loving kindness, will be proportionably increased. For, as John 
the Baptist made a glorious confession respecting the Great Sa- 
viour, when he said he must increase but I must decrease, John 
iii. 30, in like manner every devout receiver of the heavenly doc- 
trine of the New Jerusalem, will estimate his spiritual advance- 
ment, not by the reception of that doctrine in his understanding 
only, which will but swell him up with conceited ideas of his own 
superiority above others, but by its reception in his wi//, or dove, 
thus in his life, by virtue of which, discerning his natural vile- 
ness, pollution, ignorance, and misery, he will with incessant gra- 
titude ascribe the kingdom, the power, and the glory, to his re- 
deeming and regenerating Lord. 

«¢ As to personal knowledge of our enlightened author, it was 
never my happiness to enjoy it, having never heard of him, or 
seen any of his writings, until the year after his entrance into the 
spiritual world. I have, however, had the gratification of seeing 
and conversing with his intimate friend Hart/ey, the translator of 
the treatise on Heaven and Hell, and also with another gentle- 
man, who had, both of them, the honour of his acquaintance, and 
were frequently admitted to association with him, and from each 
of them I have received the most satisfactory information con- 


cerning him. 
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“ It is remarkable of the latter gentleman, that he had frequent- 
ly seen count Zinzendorf, the founder of the sect of Moravians, 
and, conversing one day with Swedenborg, he was led to inquire 
whether he (Swedenborg) had ever seen the count? to which 
question Swedenborg replied, ¢ Never in the body, but in the spi- 
ritual world frequently.” The gentleman then proposed several 
questions te Swedenborg, respecting the count, his aspect, man- 
ner, opinions, &c., &c., to which Swedenborg gave such answers, 
as convinced the gentleman that he must have seen the count, 
otherwise he never could have described him so minutely and 
exactly. 

«I cannot conclude my long letter, without giving you some 
account of what is passing here, in regard to the New Dispensa- 
tion, particularly in our Manchester society, for you will receive 
general information from the Intellectual Repository. Allow me 
then to state, that we are at present occupied in a new translation 
of the Gospel according to Luke, which is intended to be pub- 
lished like the Gospels according to Matthew and John, with ex- 
planatory extracts from our author, &c., kc. We are also pro- 
ceeding with the Scripture Histories, having already begun the 
eighteenth part, which will contain the history of Lot and his fa- 
mily. Concerning this work, I wish to acquaint you, ‘if you have 
never seen any of its parts, that it is designed as an abridgment 
of the A. C., for the use of those who cannot spare money for 
purchasing the original, nor time for perusing it. We have also 
a new work preparing for publication, entitled Opposites, and in- 
tended to show their origin and use, by proving, that, without 
them, man could have no freewill ; consequently, could not be a 
man, and capable of happiness. 

“ Signed, J. CLowss.” 





Extract of a letter from Dr. L. Beers. 


“ Danby, New York, February 22, 1820. 

“] think that it must be gratifying for you to learn, that the 
Lorp’s little Church here, has been progressively prosperous 
from its first establishment. We have had four adult members 
added during the year past, all of respectable standing in society. 
Our church now consists of twenty-eight adult members, besides 
children and infants which have been received by baptism. We, 
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regularly, once a quarter, administer the Lord’s Supper. I ge- 
nerally preach once a week, on some appointed evening. On 
Lord’s day, preaching is generally well attended,as to numbers. 
Our society is respectable, and strangers frequently attend. This 
winter we have compiled a Catechism, for the instruction of our 
children ; one copy of which I enclose for your inspection. Thus 
you see, dear brother, that, although we are small, the Lorn gra- 
ciously deigns to visit us with his smiles, and seems to be raising 
up to Himself a peculiar people, zcalous of good works.”’ 





Extract of a letter from the Reverend David Powell, dated 
| Steubenville, Ohio, April 20, 1820=—64. 


“I esteem it a high and glorious privilege, granted by an 
all-merciful Providence, that an opportunity is afforded to meet 
in convention with the members of the New Jerusalem, the 
Lord’s New Church on earth. And, as I look forward, and be- 
hold the gladsome day approaching, each passing hour seems io 
reanimate and add fresh ardour to the desire first enkindled by 
the friendly invitation given in your acceptable circular. But, 
notwithstanding the fervency of my desire, I am compelled to 
relinquish all thoughts of enjoying the happiness of being present 
with you at that time; yet I trust, my brethren, that involving 
spheres shall so co-operate, as to afford reciprocal sensations of 
joyous delight on the happy occasion. I hope it may be in the 
power of many of our brethren to attend: and, O Lord! be thou 
in the midst, with thy love and wisdom, to direct! The Church, 
the power, and all, are thine; and be the glory thine also. 

« The progress of the Church appears slow ; but still there are 
some new recipients. Judge , of Ohio, has embraced the 
doctrines; and I have lately heard that another judge, in ) 
Ohio, has also received them. In Wheeling, end some other 
places, where I have been, prejudice is disappearing, and the 
doctrines are much better attended to than formerly. I find most 
of the preachers of other denominations, or, rather say, of the 
Old Church, have something of the New mixed in their dis- 
courses. This is a means of preparing the minds of men for the 
New Dispensation, though the preachers and hearers are ignorant 
of it. These are marvellous workings of the Divine Providence, 
whilst men are almost idle, and sometimes working contrary. 
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Oh! my brethren, what an extensive harvest, ripe, and dropping 
to waste! How many things appear to me to be necessary to save 
the precious crop !—Printing-presses, missionary establishments, 
more zeal in the professors of the heavenly doctrines, less of self- 
love and love of the world, more time employed in the absolutely 
necessary work, and less for the cares of this life. I shall now 
conclude by commending you to the love and truth of Jesus 
Curist, the only wise Gop.” 





Communication from the Reverend M. M. Carll, to the Secre- 
tary of the Convention. 
May 22, 1820. 

It has long been, no doubt, a desirable object with the members 
of the Lord’s New Church generally, in this extensive country, 
to see some mode of disseminating the blessed truths of the 
New Dispensation, more efficient than any which has hitherto 
been adopted. When we view the extent of our country, its 
rapidly increasing population, the scattered and insulated condi- 
tion of our New Church societies, and, above all, the abounding 
influence of those principles which either rob the blessed Saviour 
of ali divinity, or offer to him a divided worship; what heart but 
is roused, warmed, and animated with an unconquerable desire to 
go forth, and proclaim, as with the voice of a trumpet, the truths 
of the everlasting Gosfiel? When we consider, that in less than 
a century, our country will in all probability contain a population 
of one hundred millions, all speaking the same language; and 
that we are appointed the honoured instruments of laying the 
corner-stone, in the new world, of that magnificent Temple, to- 
wards which a// shall ultimately worship,—that glorious Temple, 
whose light is the Lamb! what heart, not dead to every noble and 
generous sentiment, but must feel a holy rapture at the thought 
of being in any way instrumental in promoting a cause so glo- 
rious ! 

Every society of men, however small, throughout our country, 
no doubt contains individuals, whose minds, now distracted with 
the ever jarring and discordant views which prevail upon the very 
fundamental principles of our holy religion, even as to the objec: 
of worship, would gladly embrace the harmonious and Scriptural 
views of the New Jerusalem Church, not only as to the doctrine 
of the exclusive divinity of our blessed Lord, but all other doc 
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irines, which she so lucidly unfolds, were they explained by the 
enlightened intelligence, and enforced by the ardent zeal, of a 
preacher. 


It is with sentiments of unfeigned gratitude to our blessed 
Lord and Saviour, that I am enabled to inform you, and through 
you, our distant brethren, that there is a favourable prospect of 
a attaining, at least in a degree, the objects to which I have referred. 
A number of our brethren, after the close of the Convention, 
conversing on this subject, and deeply impressed with the vast 
importance of adding missionary exertions to the means already 
adopted for the dissemination of the truths of the New Dispensa- 
| tion, generously determined to lay the foundation of a fund, to 
/ be appropriated to this use. The sacred deposit was placed in 
my hands, accompanied with the sincere prayer, that it might 
become an important instrument in promoting the cause of truth. 
From the ardent zeal, and affectionate disposition to act in con- 
cert, in advancing this glorious cause, which exists among our 
| brethren, as plainly manifested in the numerous interesting com- 
munications received from distant churches, there is not the 
smallest doubt of their hearty concurrence and co-operation in 
this undertaking; and, it may be presumed, that the respective 
societies will adopt the measures they may deem most proper, for Ps 
collecting such freewill offerings as may be presented, and forward 
them to J. K. Graham, treasurer of the church in Philadelphia, 










































; who has been appointed to receive them. Brethren, “let us not 

despise the day of small things.” ( 

May the Lord, of His infinite mercy, bless this small beginning, Ry 
and make it the means of causing many hearts to sing for joy. 

MasxeE.u M. Cart, 


: Pastor of New Jerusalem Church, Phiiad, 
A 


: gc As soon gs it can be ascertained that a competent sup- 
port will be afforded, the publication of the Reposrrory will be 
resumed. Such of our friends as are favourable to this measure, 
will please, therefore, to forward their names to the publisher of 
the Recorp. In the meantime, this Work will go on, agreeably 
to the conditions mentioned in the Prospectus, and will form a 
connective supplement to the Reposrrory, and may be bound up 
along with it. 

Several copies of the first volume of the Repository remain on 
hand, and may be purchased by applying to Mr. Danret Tuvuvun, 
No. 81, South Fifth Street, Philadelphia. 
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